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CTS Feature Project:
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The ATLANTIC YARDS

CONEXPO
2014

They said it couldn’t be done. Extremely dense layers of cobble and glacial till coupled with an ever-changing production schedule. The Posillico Group, following their company motto “We Know How”, took on the
challenge of the Atlantic Yards project, full well knowing the difficulties
that lay ahead for this ambitious project. Situated deep in Brooklyn, New
York, the old train yard was selected for rehabilitation and construction of
the new Barclay Center, as well as retail space and other improvements.

March 4 - 8, 2014
Las Vegas
Convention Center
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Booth No: 70424
*
12th International
Workshop on
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June 11-14, 2014
Krakow, Poland

*
EXCLUSIVE
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FACT: The Atlantic Yards is a mixed-use commercial and residential development project of some 16 high-rise buildings, under construction in Prospect Heights, adjacent to Downtown Brooklyn and Fort Greene in Brooklyn, New York City. The project covers the Atlantic Terminal Urban Renewal
Area, with parts extending into the adjacent brownstone neighborhood. Of
the 22-acre (89,000 m2) project, 8.4 acres (34,000 m2) is located over
a Long Island Rail Road train yard. (source: http://www.wikipedia.org)
FACT: For the week ending July 29, 2013, there were a total of 1,104 workers
building Atlantic Yards. The daily average was 880 workers. 656 were New York
City residents, with 256 from Brooklyn and 85 from the four community boards
adjacent to the project. (source: http://www.atlanticyards.com)
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With multiple phases spanning over many years, the team at Posillico
had to gear up for not only tiebacks, but also a wide range of foundation and construction work. Andrew Burns, PE, reached out to Con-Tech
Systems Ltd to discuss the possibility of using the TITAN-IBO system
in place of temporary strand or bar anchors for retaining walls on site.
After much discussion of the ground conditions, the schedule, meeting
with engineers of the LIRR (Long Island Rail Road) and studying some
project history similar in scope and drilling difficulty, Posillico moved ahead
with the authorized use of the TITAN system.
Depending on the required load, Titan 52/26, Titan 73/53, or Titan 73/45
was used on the tieback section. Once the drill rig was tooled up with
a genuine TITAN-IBO grout swivel, the crew went to work right away.
Anticipated production was exceeded, and the anchors tested properly,
some up to 180 kips.
Proper bit selection was key to the operation, and three different bit styles
were tested and used on site to ensure maximum penetration of the
boulders and dense till below the surface. A total of over 100 tiebacks
have been installed to date, varying in depth of up to 75 feet, with many
more in the next phase of work, to occur during the 2014 calendar year.

This Project at a Glance:
Drilling Contractor: Posillico Drilling (division of Posillico Group)
Owner: Forest City Ratner Companies
Project Location: Pacific Street, Brooklyn, New York
Project Start Date: Mid 2011
Project Completion: ongoing
Posillico Overall Contract Value: approx. $39 million to date
CTS materials used:
• Con-Tech Systems Ltd. TITAN-IBO Titan 52 and Titan 73
materials
• Con-Tech Systems Ltd. TITAN-IBO grout/flushing swivel

Project Testimonials:

“

“

“Drawing on years of experience I’ve determined that the quality of the Titan Bar System coupled with its competitive pricing
makes for a terrific combination”. 			
Andy Burns P.E., Drilling Manager.
“Denis Ambio was quick to respond to our materials needs both in providing last minute orders and in making pointed suggestions when we encountered difficulties.” 		
Ben Tripp, Project Engineer.
“Although we had faith in the Titan system the drilling conditions in Brooklyn are notoriously difficult and we encountered nothing less at the Atlantic Yards site.” 			
Andy Burns P.E., Drilling Manager.
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Con-Tech Systems Ltd sincerely thanks the Posillico Group for making us a part of their team.

For more information about this project please contact:
Denis Ambio: d.ambio@contechsystems.com

Special Thanks to:
Ben Tripp 		
Project Engineer

Andrew Burns, P.E.
Drilling Manager

Posillico Drilling
(a division of The Posillico Group)
New York City Office, 131-36A 20th Avenue,
College Point, NY 11356,
Tel: 718.353.9616
http://www.posillicoinc.com
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Employee’s Corner:
Denis Ambio Elected VP of ADSC-NE Chapter:
We are proud to announce that our Denis Ambio was elected Vice President of the
ADSC Northeast Chapter at their annual chapter meeting. The 2013 annual meeting
was held at the New York Hilton on 6th Nov 2013, the day before the ADSC NE Chapter Drilled Shaft Seminar. Denis has been active in the chapter since 2004; served
as secretary from 2007 - 2011 and has been serving on the Board of Directors since
2011.
Con-Tech Systems has been a longtime supporter of the Northeast Chapter. Chief
Operating Officer, Dan MacLean, served two terms on the Board of Directors as well
(and is now serving on the National Board).

Denis Ambio
E-MAIL: ctswest@contechsystems.com
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Harry Tuinstra Retires:
Congratulations on your retirement, Harry!
Harry worked for 9 years in our Brockville location. In that time, Harry proved to be
a stellar employee and, amongst other initiatives, traveled to NC to help set up our
plant in Charlotte. He has been a dedicated and appreciated employee of Con-Tech
Systems and we wish him all the best as he embarks on his next adventure. Enjoy
your time off, Harry, we can’t wait to hear what’s next for you!

Harry Tuinstra

NEW!

Over the years we have been enjoying putting together
a quarterly newsletter and have received great feedback on its publication. As a result
we have decided to move forward with a monthly newsletter.
Stay tuned for our future publications!

Next scheduled Con-Tech Systems Ltd. Newsletter:
February, 2014
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